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2nd Sunday of Easter—Divine Mercy 
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Services held at: Holy Cross, Patricro! and St Ma"hew’s, Winton 

Parish Office: Holy Cross Presbytery, 370 Liverpool Road, Patricro!, M30 8QD 

THE GIFT OF FAITH 

T homas, like all of the disciples, is filled with grief by 
the execu6on of his Lord and Master. How can life 

ever be the same again? He is a changed man from hav-
ing met and travelled with Jesus, but now Jesus is gone. 
Somehow, he must come to terms and move on. They all 
must. 

Today he comes back to the room where his friends 
have locked themselves away. But the mood is changed 
- sadness has given way to a strange story that Jesus is 
not dead a!er all. He has appeared to them! Thomas 
wonders what they have been doing in his absence. Why 
concoct a story like this? Are they just trying to avoid the 
truth? Are they crea6ng an escape for themselves from 
their self-inflicted cap6vity, a story to bring them back 
out into the world? (Many non-believers in today's 
world have thought the same). A great story it might be, 
but Thomas cannot let himself be dragged along. Hones-
ty forces him to hold back - the story is just too unbeliev-
able. Unless the evidence is presented irrefutably, his 
loyalty to the group of friends simply will not stretch so 
far. 

It should hardly surprise us - a!er all, the other disciples 
had come to believe only when they saw with their eyes, 

so why should Thomas be any different? But Jesus 
comes again, and this 6me Thomas is with them. Now 
he knows that the Resurrec6on is true - it is not an elab-
orate story, but simple fact. Now he can share in his 
friends' joy. 

But what of us today? Are we expected to be greater 
people than the apostles themselves, to believe without 
having seen with our eyes? Far from it. "Receive the Ho-
ly Spirit" Jesus says as he breathes on them in the upper 
room. And in our Bap6sm too - "Receive the Holy Spirit." 
That same Spirit will give us the Faith to overcome our 
lack of vision because, as John tells us in today's second 
Reading, "The Spirit is Truth." 

Our Faith is a free gi! from God, given to us through the 
Holy Spirit. But, like the apostles, once we have received 
the gi! we can no longer lock ourselves away and keep it 
to ourselves. A Faith that is kept private, a "personal 
Faith" that is not talked about, will wither and die. We 
must share our joy in the Resurrec6on of Christ. As we 
meet in Church to nurture and strengthen our Faith by 
the sharing of God's Word and the Eucharist, so let us go 
forth with joy. Then our enthusiasm might infect the 
world around us, and others may come to seek the Truth 
that will set them free. 

THANK YOU 
… to everyone: Altar Servers, musicians, flower arrang-
ers, Readers, Eucharis6c Ministers, Apparitors, church 
cleaners, caterers and so many more—too many to list 
by name—who have helped with our Easter programme. 
The hard work of so many, and the great team efforts, 
are a great tribute to the strength of the community 
spirit within our parish. May this grow ever stronger as 
we face the challenges which lie ahead, and the plans 
for the diocese gradually unfold. And from Fr Mar6n on 
a personal note, thank you also for the cards, gi!s and 
good wishes. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

READERS THIS WEEKEND 
6.30pm:   Alan, Jennifer 
9.00am:  Please log in or see list in church 
10.30am:  Selina, Kevin 

OFFERTORY 
Collection: 31st/1st April  See printed version 
  Holy Places of Pales6ne: See printed version 

RETIRING COLLECTIONS 
This week:  SVP monthly collec6on 
Next week: No retiring collection next week 

(The final “Lenten Challenge” total will be announced soon) 

• New to the parish? 
• Know someone who is sick or in hospital? 
• Like a visit from the priest? 
• Think the parish may be able to help you, or you us, in any way? 
 Please speak to Fr Mar6n, a!er Mass or at any convenient 6me 

Please keep the following people kindly in your pray-
ers: 

The sick: Sr Cecily, Caroline, Lynne, Joe, David, Cath, 
Angela, Jackie, Peter, George (age 13), Christopher and 
Clifford, Mary, Gemma, Rosa, Daniel, John, Sheila, Mi-
chael, Martin, Joanne, Desmond, John, Joan, Janice, 
Bill, Harvey, Marie, Paddy, John, Martin, Kenneth, Vera, 
Lilly, Dennis and Gerald, May, Louise, Peggy, Matthew, 
Evelyn, Margaret, Anthony, Debbie, Mary, Peter, The-
resa, Sylvia, Martin, Elaine, Mavis, Maureen, Johnny, 
Robin and Steven, Vanessa, Lyndsay, Bernard, Jack and 
Joan, Kevin. 

Lately Dead: Beatrice Farrington, Mr Gilbart, Alice 
Flynn, Jim Shaw, Monica Nazareth, Walter Lobo, Paula 
Wilson. 

Anniversaries: Fr George Dalston, Tessie McElhinney, 
William Cusack, Anne and Clifford Preston, Rita Rich-
ardson, John Kenny, Raymond Evans, Maureen Duffy, 
Doris Yates, Winifred and Bill Hampton, Michael Smith. 

Remembrance: Mary Gribbin, Mary Smith 

We also pray: in thanksgiving, for world peace, for the 
people of Southern Cameroon, for Bishop John and the 
restructuring of our diocese, for the housebound and 
those in hospital, nursing and residential homes, and 
for a  number of special intentions. 



PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 
Parish Priest:  Fr Mar6n A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     frmar6n@ ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 

Parish Secretary:  Mrs Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Tue, 10am-3pm) 
 Sec. Email:     secretary@ ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Office Email: office1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other 6mes 
 Email:     srjenny@ ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Community Hall:  Enquiries to Steve Jackson 
 Telephone:  07580 571839 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
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MASS TIMES 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  6.30pm at Holy Cross 

Sunday Morning:   9.00am at St Ma"hew’s 
    10.30am at Holy Cross 
     (with Children's Liturgy) 
Tea and Coffee available only after Mass at St Matthew’s this week 

Weekdays:   See Weekday Calendar below 

Holydays:    11.00am at Holy Cross 
    7.00pm at St Ma"hew’s 

Holy Cross RC Church   St Ma9hew’s RC Church 
Liverpool Road    Worsley Road 
Patricro!     Winton 
Eccles      Eccles 
M30 8QD     M30 8BL 

Parish Safeguarding Reps:   Katrina Foster/Tara Higgins 
             Email: safeguarding@. ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300  

WEEKDAY CALENDAR (Week beginning Monday 9th April) 

Monday:   9.00am Morning Prayer at Holy Cross followed by 9.15am Mass  

Tuesday:   9.00am Morning Prayer at St Ma9hew’s followed by 9.15am Mass  

   10.00am – 12.30pm KniVng Club at St Ma"hew’s 

   The scheduled “Embrace” mee6ng has been postponed—see below 

Wednesday:  8.45am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at Holy Cross followed by 9.15am Mass  

Thursday:   9.00am Morning Prayer at St Ma9hew’s followed by 9.15am Mass  

Friday:   6.30pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at Holy Cross followed by 7pm Mass and Divine Mercy 

Saturday (daytime): 11.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at St Matthew’s followed by 12 noon Mass and Novena

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Friday: 6.30-6.50pm at Holy Cross 

Saturday:  11.00-11.50am at St Ma"hew’s 
6.00-6.20pm at Holy Cross 

(or at any reasonable time on request) 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 
a time of preparation is also required before Baptisms. 

Please speak to Fr Martin or Sr Jenny after Mass 

DIVINE MERCY CELEBRATION 
TODAY (Sunday 8th April) St Mary’s Church, Eccles, will be 
holding special celebrations/devotions for Divine Mercy Sun-
day, beginning with Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and 
Confessions at 2pm, continuing with the Chaplet of Divine 
Mercy at 3pm and Mass. Refreshments will be available af-
terwards. All welcome. 

EMBRACE MEETING 
The mee6ng at Holy Cross scheduled for Tuesday this 
week has been postponed un6l Tuesday 24th April at 
7pm. All who are interested will be welcome to a"end. 

ALTERATIONS AT HOLY CROSS 
As was reported some time ago, there are areas at the 
church which are not fully compliant with current legisla-
tion, and where we could, in making the essential adjust-
ments, also improve the facilities we offer to all our people. 
Very shortly, detailed information will be provided relating 
to plans which will be discussed by the Finance Committee 
before seeking diocesan approval. (The architects with 
whom we are working were appointed by the diocese). 

GIFT AID ENVELOPES 
New offertory envelopes (star6ng this week) are now pre-
pared for all those who have signed a Gi! Aid agreement 
with the parish. There is also a list to add your name if you 
feel you should have a box and it is not there, or if you are 
interested in signing an agreement. A reminder—it costs 
nothing, but if you are a taxpayer it is of great benefit to 
the parish. Thank you. 

        7th/8th April 2018   
During the coming week, let us pray for: 

• The parishes of St. Wilfrid, Longridge,  
 St. Mary’s, Chipping and  Saints Peter  
 and Paul, Ribchester, with Fr. David Chinnery, their parish 
 priest.  

• We pray for their parish primary schools and for St. Cecil-
ia’s High School, Longridge, and for Longridge Community 
Hospital.  

May we know the depths of Divine Mercy 
we receive in the Eucharist. 

LITTLE SLEEP OUT for 11-17 year olds 
There will be a meeting for all who are interested with Lor-
raine Leonard, Diocesan Youth Ministry Co-ordinator in the 
Parish Room after 10:30 Mass TODAY (Sunday) at Holy Cross. 

ADOREMUS—EUCHARISTIC CONFERENCE 
This September the Catholic community throughout Eng-
land and Wales will celebrate the Adoremus Congress and 
pilgrimage. The event will be held over three days in Liver-
pool and will be celebra6ng our devo6on to the Blessed 
Sacrament. If you would like to be part of this event please 
find informa6on and a return slip in church. Please fill in 
the form and send back via post – you will be informed 
about the event and events leading up to the Congress 
and pilgrimage. (Please disregard the registra6on dead-
lines given—these have been extended and applica6ons 
are s6ll welcome). 


